
                                                  
 

Blue Ridge EcoGardener Certificate of Merit 
 

Program Overview  
Students in the Blue Ridge EcoGardener Certificate of Merit program will complete a variety of required courses with the opportunity to 
focus their elective courses on their interests. After required coursework and the service & volunteerism hours are completed, the student 
will offer a presentation of personal learning outcomes from their time in the program, demonstrated either on their own land, a 
community property, or in the landscaping trade. This is presented in a graduation celebration once a year attended by instructors, staff,  
and students of the program.  

Programs qualifying for credit are offered year-round in-person at the NC Arboretum with off-site programs occasionally. Students are 
required to keep a reflection journal during their studies and must complete an entry for each program they attend. This journal can be in 
any format the student feels is right for them but will need to be submitted at the end of their studies before graduation where it will be 
returned to them as a keepsake.  

 Required Courses  
(each class is scheduled at least once a year but sometimes multiple times in a single year) 

Number of classes  
(usually 3-4 hours long) 

EcoGardening Attend Gardening with an Ecological Mindset and at least 2 other EcoGardening Core Classes 3 

Garden Design 
Attend Creating a Multi-Use Native Garden 1 
Attend the two-session class Landscape Design Fundamentals 2 
Attend Introduction to Permaculture & Permaculture Plants of Interest 1 

Gardening Knowledge 

Attend Beginning Botany (offered in spring) 1 
Attend Botanical Latin for Gardeners 1 
Attend a Pollinators class. Any Arboretum class with Pollinators in the title should qualify. The class 
description should show if it qualifies or not. 1 

Attend a Soil Health class. Any Arboretum class with Soil Health in the title should qualify. The class 
description should show if it qualifies or not. 1 

Attend Introduction to Appalachian Ecology 1 
Attend at least 1 Wildflowers of the NC Arboretum for each season- spring, summer, fall (offered monthly 
April through October) 3 

Climate Change 
Science 

Attend the two-session in-person class with optional additional class sessions (offered in spring) 2 

Electives 
Attend at least 6 elective classes of your choice (classes qualifying for elective credit are indicated in each class 
description on our website and are offered throughout the year in a variety of subjects) 

6 

Other Requirements 
Service & Volunteerism - 6 Hours:  Students will work with a local conservation organization, community garden, or similar entity. Some 
projects can also be coordinated through the Arboretum with our Community Science and Youth Education Programs but students are 
encouraged to work with an organization in their own community when possible. 

Final Presentation & Graduation - Students will offer a presentation of personal learning outcomes from their time in the program, 
demonstrated either on their own land, a community property, or in the landscaping trade. 

Some select courses and symposia attended outside of the Arboretum (within one year of enrollment or during enrollment) can be counted 
toward completion of the certification with approval. A Reflection Journal entry will be required after attending. 

Applying to the Program 
Applications are currently handled on an as needed basis. Email Adulteducation@ncarboretum.org for more information. 

A one-time, non-refundable enrollment fee of $150 is required at time of enrollment. Applicants are admitted throughout the year but 
suggested start time is in January. 
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