
                                                  
 

Blue Ridge Naturalist Certificate of Merit 
 

Program Overview  
Students in the Blue Ridge Naturalist Certificate of Merit program will complete a variety of required courses with the opportunity to 
focus their elective courses on their interests. After required coursework and the service & volunteerism hours are completed, the student 
will work with program staff to design a self-guided Final Project with the local community of their choosing. This project is then 
presented in a graduation celebration once a year attended by instructors, staff,  and students of the program.  

Programs qualifying for credit are offered year-round in-person at the NC Arboretum with off-site programs occasionally. Students are 
required to keep a reflection journal during their studies and must complete an entry for each program they attend. This journal can 
be in any format the student feels is right for them but will need to be submitted at the end of their studies before graduation where it 
will be returned to them as a keepsake.  

 Required Courses  
(each class is scheduled at least once a year but usually multiple times in a single year) 

Number of classes  
(usually 3-4 hours long) 

Tree ID Attend at least 1 for each season (offered monthly throughout the year) 4 
Wildflowers of the 

NC Arboretum 
Attend at least 1 for each season- spring, summer, fall (offered monthly April through October) 3 

Botany Attend Beginning Botany (offered in spring) and at least two other Botany Advanced Topics core classes of choice 
(offered throughout the year) 

3 

Ecology Attend Introduction to Ecology (offered in spring), two other Ecology core classes of choice, and two Ecology 
Walks (offered throughout the year) 

5 

Wildlife Attend one class for each group: Mammals, Birds, Fish, Reptiles, Amphibians, and Insects 
(each class is offered twice a year) 

6 

Geology Attend both Geology 1 (offered in winter) and Geology 2 (spring), and one Geology Field class (summer) 3 
River Systems Attend River Systems (offered in the spring) and one River Systems Field Class (summer) 2 

Climate Change 
Science 

Attend the two-session in-person class with optional additional class sessions (offered in spring) 2 

Electives Attend at least 5 elective classes of your choice (classes qualifying for elective credit are indicated in each class 
description on our website and are offered throughout the year in a variety of subjects) 

5 

Capstone Classes Attend both the Leading a Nature Hike 101 and Intro to Interpretation for Naturalists (each offered both spring 
and fall) 

2 

Other Requirements   

Service & Volunteerism - 6 Hours:  Students will work with a local conservation organization, community garden, or similar entity. Some 
projects can also be coordinated through the Arboretum with our Community Science and Youth Education Programs but students are 
encouraged to work with an organization in their own community when possible. 

Final Project - Students will work with program staff to plan then independently implement a final project as a culmination of their 
studies. This capstone project is designed to incorporate studies from certificate program classes into a project to benefit a local community 
group of their choice. The project should not take more than 40-50 hours of student time to complete and must be completed before 
graduation. 

Some select courses and symposia attended outside of the Arboretum (within one year of enrollment or during enrollment) can be counted 
toward completion of the certification with approval. A Reflection Journal entry will be required after attending. 

Applying to the Program 
Complete an application online: https://www.ncarboretum.org/education-programs/natural-history/ 

A one-time, non-refundable enrollment fee of $150 is required at time of enrollment. Applicants are admitted throughout the year but 
suggested start time is in January. 

For More Information Email:  adulteducation@ncarboretum.org        
 

https://www.ncarboretum.org/education-programs/natural-history/

